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Dedication of Fort Edwards Monument 
Warsaw, Illinois 



By Philip Dallam. 

On Wednesday, September 30, 1914, with fitting ceremonies 
and in the presence of 12,000 people, the monument erected 
to mark the site of Fort Edwards was unveiled. It was in 
commemoration of the one hundredth anniversary of the 
establishment of the Fort ; and was made the occasion for the 
"home coming' ' of hundreds of former citizens of Warsaw. 
In connection therewith the annual reunions of the Hancock 
County Soldiers' and Sailors' Association and the Hancock 
County Pioneers' Association were held — a triune of attrac- 
tions that contributed to make the event a memorable one. 
Major R. W. McClaughry, of Leavenworth, Kan., and Capt. 
Frank B. Wendling, of Springfield, addressed the old soldiers, 
and Hon. Charles Adkins, of Bement, Illinois, spoke to the 
pioneers, while the dedicatory address was delivered by 
Senator L. Y. Sherman. Judge Charles J. Scofield spoke 
briefly on behalf of the monument commission, the dedicatory 
prayer was delivered by Right Rev. M. E. Fawcett, Bishop of 
Quincy; and Mrs. Samuel W. Earle, Illinois State President 
United States Daughters of 1812, also gave an interesting 
address. These were the principal features. 

The monument stands upon a bluff, the most westerly high 
land in Illinois, the Mississippi laving its base 100 feet below. 
From its eminence a magnificent sweep is had of the river for 
miles, with an entrancing view of three States, Illinois, Iowa 
and Missouri. Immediately opposite the Des Moines River 
empties its waters into the Mississippi. Col. John Hay, who 
spent his boyhood and early youth in Warsaw, and whose par- 
ents are buried here, said that no European landscape pre- 
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sented a more beautiful scene than is beheld from the site of 
old Fort Edwards. 

The monument is of Barre granite, standing 49 feet above 
the level of the terrace and 50 feet, 6 inches above the level 
of the ground, and rests on a concrete foundation 12 feet 
square and 7 feet, 6 inches deep. The lower base is 12 feet 
square and 12 inches thick ; the second base, 8 feet square and 
12 inches thick. The die is 5 feet square and 7 feet high, and is 
surmounted by a shaft 40 feet high, 4 feet square at the bot- 
tom and 2 feet square at the apex. On the die are four bronze 
tablets, each 24 by 30 inches in dimensions. The one facing 
south bears the inscription: 

"Erected September, 1914, to commemorate the erection of 
Fort Edwards, built by Maj. Zachary Taylor 3rd U. S. In- 
fantry September 1814, Abandoned 1824." 

The tablet facing west bears a bas-relief of Gen. Zachary 
Taylor ; that facing east, a bas-relief of Gov. Ninian Edwards ; 
that facing north, a bas-relief of the Fort. A minor bronze 
tablet on the lower base bears this wording : 

Governor Edward F. Dunne. 

Philip Dallam, Chairman. 

Louis Lamet, Secretary. 

Commissioners : 

John H. Hungate. 

Judge Chas. J. Scofield. 

Judge Wm. J. Franklin. 

James B. Dibelka, State Architect. 

The terrace is 30 feet square, 18 inches high, and is ap- 
proached by a flight of three steps on each of the four sides. 
The terrace floor is of concrete, six feet wide, inlaid with 
tile, and surrounded by a sod border 3 feet, 6 inches wide. 

The cost of the monument was $7,500. Of this amount, 
$2,500 was contributed by citizens of Warsaw, $2,500 by former 
citizens and $2,500 was appropriated by the State. Under the 
authority conferred by the appropriation act, Gov. Dunne ap- 
pointed as commissioners, Mayor Louis Lamet, of Warsaw; 
Hon. J. H. Hungate, of LaHarpe ; Judge Chas. J. Scofield, of 
Carthage ; Judge William J. Franklin of Macomb, and Philip 
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Dallam of Warsaw. Mr. Dallam was chosen chairman and 
Mayor Lamet secretary of the commission. The design was 
drawn by Hon. Jas. B. Dibelka, State architect; the contract 
was awarded to Cameron, Joyce and Schneider, of Keokuk, la., 
February 28, 1914, for $7,390 and the work was completed, and 
accepted by the commission, in ample time for the dedication. 
The monument is imposing, chaste and elegant, unmarred by 
gew-gaws, and, as has been repeatedly remarked by those 
of an artistic sense who have viewed it, grows on one's 
admiration the oftener he sees it. It is a credit to the de- 
signer, to the builders, to those whose generosity made it pos- 
sible and is a lasting testimonial to civic pride as well as an 
enduring memorial to the path-finders who here planted an 
outpost of civilization a century ago. 



HISTORY OF THE FORT. 

War Department 
The Adjutant General's Office, 

Washington, July 28, 1913. 
Mr. Phil. Dallam, 
Warsaw, 111. 
Official data regarding Fort Edwards, Illinois, afforded by 
the official record of this department, are very meagre. 

It appears that the post was first established in the month 
of September, 1814, by troops under the command of Major 
Zachary Taylor, 3rd United States Infantry ; that it was de- 
stroyed by fire in the following month; re-established — date 
not shown, and that it was finally abandoned in the month of 
July, 1824, under orders from General Scott, dated June 11, 
1824. 

H. 0. S. Heistand, 
Adjutant General. 
This comprises all the official history we have of the Fort ; 
but there are those still living who saw it in their childhood 
days, and considerable esoteric history, coupled with no little 
fiction, has been handed down by the early settlers to their 
children and thence to grandchildren. The original purpose 
of the Fort was to serve as an outpost, (and the farthest west 
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on the Mississippi) in the second war with Great Britain, from 
which to cope with the Indians in case of an uprising, British 
emissaries being very active in fomenting among the natives 
hostility towards the United States. It was a rendezvous for 
traders, and subsequently became an asylum for the few 
pioneers who came here in the '20s and early '30s, when 
threatened by the redmen. In the Black Hawk war volunteer 
troops were quartered here for a time, and the early settlers, 
for miles around, flocked within its protecting walls. Subse- 
quently it was occupied as a temporary dwelling place by 
people who came in search of homes. Gradually it disap- 
peared, the stockade going first and later the block houses 
and other buildings, until no vestige of it was left on the site. 
One of the buildings, alleged to have been the officers' 
quarters, was standing late in the '60s not far from the 
location of the Fort, and after passing through various hands 
became the property of a farmer residing within the limits 
of Warsaw, and today some of the logs, in an excellent state 
of preservation, are doing service as the walls of an outbuild- 
ing on his place. 

The Fort was built by Zachary Taylor and named after 
Ninian Edwards, at that time the territorial governor of Illi- 
nois and one of its first United States Senators after it became 
a State, and later (1826-1830) third governor of the State of 
Illinois. 



